
THE VERY ABRIDGE VERSION OF SUESSICAL THE MUSICAL FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO 

MAYBE UNSURE OR  INCREDIBLY CONFUSED 
(1)The Story begins with a book and a 

red and white striped hat. 

A small boy who is reading his book, 

discovers it and imagines who or what  it 

could belong to – finally conjuring up the 

CAT IN THE HAT.  The Cat creates the 

imaginary world of Seussian 

(2) Seussian where the animals of the 

Jungle of Nool live. All is peaceful  until 

Horton hears a strange noise coming from 

a speck of dust.  He rescues the dust 

speck who he believes have small people 

living on it and places it on clover and 

decides to guard it.  All the animals think 

he is crazy especially the Sour Kangaroo.  

The only one who believes in him is 

Gertrude the bird with one feathered tail 

who secretly loves Horton. 

(3) The speck of dust is a planet covered 

with little people called the “WHOS” 

They show Horton their small world.  

They explain their predicament:  They 

cant control where the speck of dust flies 

and they are on the brink of war and all 

their beautiful Truffella Trees from Lorax  

have been cut down.  Horton says he will 

look after them and take care of them 

forever whatever comes his way. 

(4) Remember the boy at the beginning 

well he is pushed into his imagination  by 

The Cat and becomes Jo Jo son of the 

Mayor  of Whoville.  His imagination 

gets him all sorts of trouble including 

flooding his home due to McElligot’s 

Pool.  – he is sent off to military school 

under the supervision of General Ghengis 

Khan Schimitz who is preparing for war 

(5) Meanwhile Horton is still guarding 

the Whos and getting ridiculed by the 

Citizens of the Jungle.  He and Jo Jo start 

to talk about their dreams and Thinks. 

Mayzie advises Gertrude that to make 

Horton notice her she needs to grow her 

pathetic one feathered tail and she 

follows Mayzie advice to see a Dr (Cat) 

to take pills to make it grow – which it 

does. 

(6) The Wickersham Brothers 

(mischievous monkeys) steel the clover 

and then give it to the eagle Vlad 

Vladikoff.  Horton chases the clover until 

the eagle drops it into a field of clover. 

Horton tries to find it but there are 

millions of clovers and he gets fed up.  

He notices Mayzie sitting on a next and 

she persuades him to look after her egg 

whilst she takes a holiday.  He says yes as 

he has lost the Whos. Mayzie disappears 

and does not come back. 

7) In the meantime Jo Jo who has had 

enough of war escapes military school by 

running across  mine field – everyone 

including his parents think that he is 

dead.  

 

(8) Horton is captured by Hunters whilst 

sitting in a nest and is sold to a Circus, 

where he bumps into Mayzie – who after 

51 weeks decides that the egg should stay 

with Horton. Gertrude appears and 

rescues Horton she has found the clover.   

 

(9) However, the Sour Kangaroo appears 

and takes him back to the Jungle to 

appear in front of the Judge Yertle the 

Turtle to stand trial  for talking to the 

speck; disturbing the peace and loitering 

on an egg 

(10) Horton begs The Whos to make 

themselves heard and Jo Jo finds a new 

word and shouts with all the Whos and 

finally everyone in the Jungle of Nool 

hears them and believes them 

(11) Suddenly the egg hatches and a tiny 

Elephant Bird is hatched.  Gertrude 

declares her love  and they agree to raise 

the child together.   

12) Jo Jo becomes a boy again and 

finishes reading his story.   

 

Aah what an imagination. 
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